《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Chronicles》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES.
The Hebrew title is Dibre Haiamim, the book of words, or digest of days and years. Jerome called it Chronicles, and it forms but one book in the old Hebrew text. The Chronicles contain a short history of the world in general, and of the Israelites in particular, from Adam to the latter part of Ezra’s life, and he is therefore allowed to be the compiler of the work, his object being to supply many important occurrences. The Septuagint calls these two books, Paralei-pomena; that is, Supplements, or Addenda. This work deserves particular study, as it illustrates many parts of Sacred History, and augments the evidence of its authenticity, by proving that the Jews had many records which preserved the memory of their civil and religious affairs. The frequent occurrence of the Hebrew phrase, “to this day,” shows that Ezra followed authentic documents. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-54
1 Chronicles 1:1-4. Adam—Noah. Noah was the tenth from Adam. Sanchoniatho, the Phœnician historian, makes Noah to be the eighth. He calls these patriarchs by different names, which probably were the titles they assumed after some action accounted illustrious. We may here recite the substance of Genesis 11., on which biblical critics are generally agreed.

Gomer father of the Gomerians Magog father of the Scythians Madai father of the Medes Juvan father of the Ionians Tubal father of the Iberians or Spaniards Meshech father of the Cappadocians Tiras father of the Thracians, the Germans, which proves, as in Herodotus, that Europe was populated very early. See more on Genesis 11.

1 Chronicles 1:17. Sons of Shem. The first five named were his sons; the four last, his grandsons; for descendants, though of remote generations, were often called sons.

1 Chronicles 1:32. Concubine: where polygamy is allowed these are lawful wives, but their issue cannot inherit. From those dangerous connections mischiefs without end have issued.

1 Chronicles 1:36. Timna and Amalek. Kennicott here follows the Arabic version, which seems to be the true reading. “Timna, who was the concubine of Eliphaz, bare him Amalek.”

1 Chronicles 1:43. Bela, supposed to be the Balaam slain by Phinehas.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter we perceive that all the countries were originally called by the names of the patriarchs who peopled them, and it fully proves the respect in which the Mosaic Chronology was held throughout every age of the Hebrew nation. A full acquaintance with the literature of Chaldea, during a long captivity, had made no variation in the opinions of the learned scribes, who had filled the place of historians, both in the Babylonian and in the Median empire. Shall we then, at this remote period, begin to doubt and to alter our opinions, merely because the licentious infidels of modern times would almost deify themselves, and exalt their insidious sneers above the venerable glory of ancient truth?

02 Chapter 2 
03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24
1 Chronicles 3:10. Solomon’s son was Rehoboam. Here follows a list of the royal family. But where are they now? Let men rejoice rather that their names are written in heaven.

1 Chronicles 3:17. The sons of Jeconiah are eight. Against this prince the Lord by Jeremiah pronounced a curse, that he should both lose his throne and all his children. Hence his sons are supposed to have perished by sickness, and the sword; and that the Salathiel mentioned in Matthew 1:12, was his adopted son, or that by repentance in captivity he obtained a reprieve of the sentence; a reprieve, only, because we find by another evangelist that the lineal descent of Christ passed from this family into Nathan’s line. See Jeremiah 22:30. Luke 3:27; Luke 3:31. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-43
1 Chronicles 4:9. Jabez, dolour, grief, anguish. He was honourable; the same with Othniel, according to the Targumists.

1 Chronicles 4:22. Jokim, &c. These four probably resided in Moab, about the time of Elimelech. Ruth 1:2.

REFLECTIONS.
In the vast line of great men and of princes, mentioned in the tribe of Judah, no one here claims so particular attention as Jabez. He was more honourable than his brethren. They, as well as he, were princes by birth; and though he might excel them in riches, yet his greatest honours arose from his piety, his learning, and the distinguished actions of his life.

His mother bare him with great sorrow: she narrowly escaped with life in giving birth to her son. Hence she called him Jabez, because he caused her grief. It often happens that the things which at first cost us some prayers and tears, afterwards prove the happiest sources of our comfort and joy. The Hebrew mothers were often short-sighted in giving names of bitterness and sorrow to their sons. God is better to his people than their fears, and often renders affliction subservient to their greatest joy.

Jabez on coming to his estate began the world with God. He called on the name of the Lord, that is, he sincerely renewed his covenant with God; he prayed for all its spiritual blessings, Jeremiah 31:33, and most solemnly vowed to live like his fathers, the holy patriarchs, whom God had blessed and clothed with his high defence. He fixed his eye on the great and everlasting covenant of Israel. He deprecated all its curses by revering God, and avoiding vice; and he claimed all its blessings by piety and obedience. What an example for the young heir to imitate; what an encouraging model for every man to cast himself and his family on the care of heaven.

His piety was connected with industry. He built Jabez, a city, which he called after his own name. Not the Jabesh-gilead; for there, the country being joined to the name, marks that there was another Jabez. Those who look for covenant mercies must use industry, faith and prayer, in obtaining them. He prayed that God would bless him indeed, and enlarge the boundaries of his coast. What, having much, did he pray for more? Did he wish to add house to house, and field to field, till no inheritance was left for the poor? Did he wish to serve God for his gifts, and content himself with a terrestrial paradise? Did he wish to be lord and tyrant over the vassal poor, and to exercise his penal claim over oppressed humanity? If so, thousands would now join him in devotion. No, no; heaven forbid the thought. But though the tribe of Judah had expelled the Canaanites, yet they returned and dwelt in many of the burnt cities. Hereby Jabez found his princely lot encumbered, and even his life menaced by the enemy. Therefore he prayed that God would inspire him with the courage of Caleb, honourably to clear the lot given him by the Lord; and in all those skirmishes and conflicts he kept his eye on the heavenly country, and the better inheritance promised to his fathers. Let us in like manner pray for the Lord to give us resolution and courage to vanquish every foe, and improve the lot divinely given us of the Lord.

God granted him his request. He, according to his promise, was with him in all his wars and conflicts, to drive the heathen from his inheritance; for virtue, after all, is that source of courage most to be depended upon in extreme danger. Thus the Lord was with Jabez; and thus he will be with the poor man in his cottage, the farmer in his fields, the merchant in his warehouse, and the lord in his mansion, provided they properly claim the protection of his arm.

The Lord, through all the pilgrimage of life, preserved him from evil, that it did not grieve him. No weapon uplifted against him prevailed, no sickness materially affected either him or his sons; for “the Lord preserves all them that love him; but all the wicked will he destroy.”

Jabez in prosperity, and it is great to say, did not apostatize from his vows, and from his God. He devoted his leisure to sacred literature. He became a distinguished doctor in the law, and trained up the whole or part of his sons to the same studies and duties. The families of scribes in Jabez acquired a celebrity which claimed a notice in the contracted annals of the kingdom. 1 Chronicles 2:55. What mercies, temporal and spiritual; what honour, human and divine, didst thou, Lord, heap on this devout and faithful man. What favours didst thou confer on his family, that they inherited not only the lands, but also the piety of their parent. So, according to rank and situation, thou wilt proportion blessings in time or in eternity, to every man who, like Jabez, shall begin the world and persevere through life in piety, devotion and righteousness. Thy gracious hand is over them that love thee, even to thousands of generations. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-26
1 Chronicles 5:19. The Hagarites, that is, the Ishmaelites, who descended from Hagar’s son.

1 Chronicles 5:21. Fifty thousand. The LXX read, five thousand. The ancient way of numbering by letters, instead of figures, occasioned these variations.

1 Chronicles 5:22. The war of God. Great things in scripture are said to be of God; as the mount of God, the cedars of God, or a battle gained by the special providence of God. The two tribes and a half beyond the Jordan, though separated from the house of David, were prospered more than those tribes under the kingdom of Samaria, until they became equally apostate.

1 Chronicles 5:23. Baal-hermon and Senir. See the note on Psalms 133.

REFLECTIONS.
The sad case of Reuben has already been considered. Genesis 35. and 49. It resembles the sin of the incestuous Corinthian: and we cannot but admire the firmness of Jacob and St. Paul, who pronounced the lenient sentence of excommunication against the offenders, that the spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.

The Hagarian war, though we know not the exact time when it happened, marks the full accomplishment of the prediction, that the son of the bondwoman should not be heir with the son of the freewoman. The immense booty now taken, farther demonstrates that God had blessed Ishmael according to his promise. But what avail wealth and prosperity where wickedness prevails? It is just so much spoil treasured up for the enemy. Tilgath-pilneser ultimately punished the Israelites as they had punished their brethren, the Ishmaelites. Thus the sacred writings keep to the general point, first to trace the degeneracy, and then the chastisement of every family and of every nation.

The phrase, “to this day,” shows that the remnants did not return from the shore of the Caspian sea, when they returned from Babylon to rebuild the temple. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-81
1 Chronicles 6:4. Eleazar begat Phinehas. A correct table of the Jewish highpriests would be very desirable to every lover of sacred literature. The best list I can collect is as follows: Aaron, Eleazar, Phinehas, Abishua, Bukki, Uzzi, Zerathiah, and Meraioth. Here Eleazar’s line suffered a chasm for the admission of Eli’s house, who filled the pontificate for seven generations; but God shortened their lives for their family’s sin. Some think that Abimelech whom Saul slew, with eighty four other priests, was not a highpriest, nor Abiathar his son, who fled to David. The latter was banished from the altar that God might accomplish the denunciation against the house of Eli. 1 Kings 3:27. Then follow Amariah, Ahitub, and Zadok. There were however, according to Josephus, from Aaron to Zadok thirteen highpriests; and from Zadok to the captivity eighteen; viz. Ahimaaz, Azariah, Johanan, Azariah or Ezriah, 2 Chronicles 26:17; Amariah, Ahitub, Zadok, Shallum, Hilkiah, Seraiah, Jehozadak, Jeshua, Jehoiakim, Eliashib or Ezra, Joiada, Jonathan, and Jaddua.

1 Chronicles 6:14. Seraiah, the highpriest, put to death in Riblah. 2 Kings 25:18; 2 Kings 25:21.

1 Chronicles 6:39. Asaph, author of twelve of the psalms. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-40
1 Chronicles 7:2. Whose number in the days of David. This proves that David, in time of peace, numbered the people for war. This very much surprised Joab, and in this lay a great part of the sin. These chapters contain also a heraldry of the Hebrew nobility, each of these names being a prince or princess in the family. It is left with heaven to number the poor. The variations in writing their names, was made by some author anterior to the time of Ezra.

1 Chronicles 7:22. Ephraim their father mourned. If this affair happened in Israel, the Ephraimites were the aggressors, and this Ephraim was the father of the principal men who fell in this expedition; but how many generations from the first Ephraim, may not be exactly traced. Some of the Jews however contend that this affair happened in Egypt, and that the Philistines were the aggressors in going down to steal their cattle; but it is difficult to conceive how those rabbins should know better than Ezra. At the thirteenth verse of the next chapter, we find that the Benjamites drove away the inhabitants of Gath, which was probably to avenge this blood, and keep the borders quiet. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-40
1 Chronicles 8:1. Benjamin, whose posterity are here copiously recorded, because of Saul’s family; because they remained in the kingdom of Judah after the secession of the ten tribes, and because they returned with Judah from Babylon.

1 Chronicles 8:7. He removed them; that is, Gera removed them. When in grammar there are many antecedents, the verb is governed by that which immediately presedes.

1 Chronicles 8:29. The father of Gibeon, the prince of the city of his birthright.

1 Chronicles 8:34. The son of Jonathan was Meribbaal, the surname of Mephibosheth, for Jonathan had but one son. 2 Kings 2:4; 2 Kings 9:6.

REFLECTIONS.
Benjamin, as is largely recorded in the twentieth of Judges, was reduced to six hundred men. But when iniquity is purged, the blessings of the covenant seem to flow with a larger torrent for a temporary obstruction. Benjamin soon recovered; and as we here find, cut a considerable figure in the population of the kingdom. Past visitations have a good effect in causing a thoughtful mind to fear future sins.

Though the regal covenant was transferred from Saul to David, because of disobedience; and though his sons fell in battle, or died without issue; yet the loving, the faithful, and the valiant Jonathan had a branch preserved to perpetuate the faithfulness and lovingkindness of the Lord to his servant. Here we find this branch flourishing in the tenth generation, and in two great families which are named, and in others no doubt which are not named. Hence the covenant which Jonathan contracted with David, that David should not cut off his seed after the manner of victorious candidates for the throne, which covenant was renewed in the wood, 1 Samuel 23:16; this covenant, it now appears, was ratified in heaven. David was faithful on his part; and though Jonathan fell, God still lived, the witness and the guardian on the other part. Let us learn hence never to doubt the great and precious promises of grace, and never to distrust the care of providence which extends to all generations. How vain is the genealogy of princes. Their castles, their mausoleums, their posterity are moved away like the shepherd’s tent, or the Arab’s habitation. Let us look for a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-44
1 Chronicles 9:1. All Israel were reckoned by genealogies, from books carried to Babylon.

1 Chronicles 9:2. Nethinims. They were of the seven nations, Gibeonites and others, whom providence had graciously spared, and blessed with the humblest place in the Lord’s house. Persons who had made the vows of Nazarites might be included in this class of men, who did the meaner services for the priests. See Ezra 2:58; Ezra 8:20. Joshua 9:23.

1 Chronicles 9:3. Ephraim and Manasseh, the scattered families of those tribes returned with Judah. To seek for the ten tribes is therefore a hopeless dream. They occupied Jerusalem and the best of the land by virtue of the king’s edict.

1 Chronicles 9:15. Heresh, the artist or carpenter, as the Vulgate and Montanus read. But rabbi Abulensis says, that the levites did not follow trades; and that this word, though the name of a trade, is also the name of a man.

1 Chronicles 9:20. Phinehas—was the ruler. The Vulgate reads, was their “duke” before the Lord. Each highpriest had the dignity of a prince.

REFLECTIONS.
How gracious was the Lord in turning the captivity of his people as the rivers of the south; and how happy to see once more the hill of God smoke with burnt-offerings. How gracious was the care of providence in preserving the ministers of the true religion, while the false prophets and the idolatrous priests of Bethel and Dan, for ought that appears, were all consumed away.

It is a striking proof that Judah and Benjamin had profited by their long captivity, that they began their commonwealth by a proper attention to religion. In arranging the service of the sanctuary they followed the excellent order established by Samuel, when he reformed the abuses of Eli’s house; an order which David had followed and enlarged. The state which does not found the compacts of national society on the belief of a God, a providence, and a futurity, is likely to be unhappy in itself, or not long to exist. If good principles are not daily inculcated, infidelity and vice will inundate the land; good men will fly with their persons and property, and ruin will be the consequence. And who will respect the laws, or revere the majesty of his sovereign, who does not fear the Lord?

On the return from Babylon, the higher parts of worship being first restored, the singers were also reäppointed to their sacred work. These were not merely boys and girls, but venerable fathers of the levites superintended this branch of sacred service: and what part of worship is more elevating to the soul? When discreet and pious men lead a congregation to glorify God in simple and harmonious sounds, or even accompanied with music which does not drown the voice, it exalts the worship of a faithful people. But when a number of young men demonstrate their want of piety and prudence by introducing light tunes, and pieces in which the congregation cannot possibly join, they offer a very great insult to God and his people. He sits in the heavens, he listens to the fervent devotion of all religious assemblies; but he abhors the mere service of the lips, and unavailing sounds. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14
1 Chronicles 10:2. The Philistines followed hard after Saul. Here are no chronicles from Samuel to Saul’s death, about fifty years.

REFLECTIONS.
Samuel, and other prophets, had kept records of the works of the Lord; but from the entry of the genealogies of the tribes and families, till David was made king of all Israel, it would seem that no regular Dibre Haiamim or Chronicles were kept. Now in addition to what is said on Saul’s death, as referred to in the margin, we are here told expressly that he died for his sin, or prevarication in the affair of Amalek, and for consulting the witch of Endor. How instructive is the fall of this prince and his house! He walked contrary to the Lord, and the Lord walked contrary to him. He slew the priests of Nob, and the Lord denied him the counsel of the Urim in the day of trouble. Being a man of violent temper he took his own way, and the Lord left him to himself. Hence we learn that there is a sin unto death; and when that is the case, prayer is of no avail. It were however much to be wished, that commentators would not take upon them absolutely to pass upon him the final sentence of condemnation: it is better that God should keep his own seat of justice. There are many things in Saul’s case with which we are not acquainted. It is true, he fell on his sword, being first mortally wounded: and that his armourbearer would not dispatch him, for he revered him greatly. But Saul, conforming to other kings, did so merely through military prejudice, to deprive the uncircumcised of the triumph of having given him the finishing stroke. His case really differs from the wretch who commits self-murder through pride, and a disgust of life. It is no small honour that after having ceded the crown to David in the desert, he sought no more to hurt him; and that David exhorted the virgins of Israel to weep for Saul, because he clothed them in scarlet.

From his errors and fall, let men of every rank and character learn to beware of all great and grievous sins. And let them be equally aware of the sins of less notoriety in the eyes of men; for there would be no great rivers, were it not for the constant accession of the tributary streams. The sin of Saul in going to the witch of Endor was a great abomination in the sight of the Lord. It offered an insult to the throne of heaven, and therefore it is said, the Lord slew him. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-47
1 Chronicles 11:11. Jashobeam, called Tachmoni, 2 Samuel 23:8, a wise man and valiant. He had earned the laurel to sit as the chairman of David’s generals. Three hundred men he killed, and five hundred more in the pursuit, which makes up the eight hundred mentioned in the above passage.

1 Chronicles 11:22. Two lion-like men. The Vulgate reads as the Hebrew, two lions of Moab. Slaying the Egyptian giant, more than nine feet high, and the lion at the cave, or rather at the cistern, are also narrated. No doubt, he slew two gigantic men of Moab.

REFLECTIONS.
This and the remaining chapters of the first book of Chronicles throw additional light on the reign of David, and the fruits of his victories. As soon as he came to the crown he conferred honours on his worthies, correspondent to their achievements; and some of them performed heroic actions which might have appeared impracticable. Let us learn of them to assume courage, and fight the good fight of faith. Let us be discouraged by no reverses, nor intimidated by any difficulty, for our captain, though long opposed, like David, shall surely triumph, and give the victor’s crown to every one that overcometh.

Among his worthies, mentioned in 1 Chronicles 11:46, we find Ithmah the Moabite. Hence we see that the sentence pronounced against the people of Ammon and of Moab, never to enter the congregation of the Lord, Deuteronomy 23:3, was not irrevocable, where repentance prevailed. The pious Ruth is another instance to the same effect. Individual sinners and whole nations are encouraged to repentance, for the gracious and longsuffering God, in cases without number, repenteth him of the evil, and rejoices to see humiliation even in an Ahab. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-40
1 Chronicles 12:14. Over a thousand. David at Ziklag had but six hundred men;— the query is, whether these had already been captains over a thousand, or whether David after his coronation promoted them to that rank?

1 Chronicles 12:17. If to betray me: for these were Saul’s brethren! God moved their hearts to fulfil his pleasure, for they saw that David would rise to the throne.

1 Chronicles 12:22. Like the host of God, who is the Lord of hosts, whose army is greater than that of all princes. This figure of speech shows how men ran to David after the noble action of taking away Saul’s spear, and sparing his life.

1 Chronicles 12:32. The children of Issachar that had understanding of the times, by the study of astronomy and gentile literature.

1 Chronicles 12:33. Expert in war. In Saul’s time the young men of Israel, almost without exception, learned the arts of war.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here a farther account of David’s rise to the throne. It could not but be whispered about that he was to succeed his father-in-law in the kingdom, and that Saul had acknowledged it in his last interview with David. Thus the son of Jesse rose in the estimation of his country, while Saul became more and more insupportable by his melancholy and violent temper. Thus those Benjamites, all valiant men, by an act of faith came to Ziklag, and risked their fortune with the hero of Israel’s hope. David, apprized of their approach, went out to meet them, but with caution, for this tribe had aided Saul when pursuing him in the wilderness. Thus it is that Christ’s kingdom shall rise, while the kingdom of darkness is troubled and falls into decay. Happy are the men who, seeing the evil approach, shall risk their all to pay an early homage to the Lord. They shall be considered as the king’s best friends, and shall feast in his presence with exceeding joy.

After a lapse of six years and a half, in which David had reigned over Judah, we have next a most glorious view of the armies of all Israel coming to Hebron to make him king. The civil authorities, the twelve armies, besides the four thousand six hundred armed levites; and with Zadok, twenty two captains of Aaron’s house, attended the coronation, to add the utmost lustre to the august occasion. Of the civil authorities, not less than two hundred attended from the tribe of Issachar; and it is proper to notice this, for the kings elected merely by the cheers of the army have never been considered as having legal claims to the crown. Viewing therefore all the circumstances of this coronation, the cordial congratulations of the whole nation, and the grand military fête which followed, we do not recollect any ancient monarch who received his crown with so great a lustre. All this is but a faint figure of the coronation of our great captain, when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. He, like David, shall receive the crown on the fairest grounds of equity. It was because he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, that the Father hath highly exalted him, and given him a name above every name. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14
1 Chronicles 13:3. Let us bring again the ark of our God, which, like the church, had now dwelt seventy or eighty years in an unsettled abode.

1 Chronicles 13:5. Shihor of Egypt. The river of Egypt, so often mention when the boundaries of Israel are described, is a subject of much debate among oriental travellers and biblical critics. Some contend that it is the eastern branch of the Nile which runs into the sea at Damiette, the ancient Pelusium; and others, that it is the lake of Shirbon, or the small river at the entrance of the desert, near El-Arish. After consulting various maps and authors I feel perfectly satisfied with the decision of Dr. Lightfoot, vol. 2. p. 9. From Pelusium, says Pliny, are the entrenchments of Chabrias, mount Casius, the temple of Jupiter Casius, the tomb of Pompey the great, and Ostracine. The boundaries of Arabia are sixty five miles from Pelusium: a little farther begin the boundaries of Idumea, and Palestine at the lake Shirbon. The word Shirbon implies burning, which corresponds with its nature, which is bituminous. It is described by Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and others, to whom I refer the reader. It is a small lake, bitter like Sodom, and perhaps had the same origin. Hence the farthest southern boundary of Israel was not the Nile, but Shihor in the way to Egypt. Joshua 13:3. Jeremiah 2:18. In Isaiah 27:12, the LXX render it, “unto Rhinocorura.”—Hemath, Emesa, or Emath at the foot of mount Lebanon, towards Damascus, the capital of Hamath.

1 Chronicles 13:10. The anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, who as a levite ought to have known better. The priest covered the ark with a cloth, and the levites should have borne it on staves; but as men had not consulted the ark all the days of Saul, this custom was forgotten on that day. Therefore the Lord divided the soul of Uzza from his body, as the Hebrew imports. No sinner can approach his Maker without an atonement, and a Mediator.

1 Chronicles 13:11. David was displeased. David was made sad, and so awed that he durst not bring the ark near to his own house. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-17
1 Chronicles 14:3-7. David begat more sons and daughters. This list is imperfect, or the sacred writer mentions only the more distinguished ones, or such as were then living.

1 Chronicles 14:15. A sound of going in the tops of the mulberry-trees. See the note on 2 Samuel 5:24.

REFLECTIONS.
The congratulations of Hiram, the consequent treaty for the supply of timber and artificers, contracted with that prince, and the two signal victories over the Philistines, as has already been observed, were very encouraging events in the commencement of David’s reign. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-29
1 Chronicles 15:2. None ought to carry the ark of God but the levites; and they were enjoined to carry it by staves, and on their shoulders. This plainly suggests the reason of God’s awful displeasure against Uzza, who unmindful of the duties of his office, indulged in the profane indolence of the Philistines, in carrying the sacred ark on a cart, and died for his presumption.

1 Chronicles 15:17. Heman, Asaph, and Jeduthun were appointed the chief singers. Asaph composed twelve psalms, and Jeduthun three. The Heman who composed the 87th psalm, is generally allowed to have lived before the emancipation from Egypt, and to be the son of Zerah. 1 Chronicles 2:6.

1 Chronicles 15:29. David dancing and playing. From the sublime psalms which the king now sung, it appears that this was one of the most holy and joyful acts of David’s life. They are often incentives to rouse the enmity of cold hearted people, as in Michal’s unhappy temper, to despise the righteous because of the ardour and warmth of their devotion. And they who quote this text in favour of profane and carnal dancing, as is frequently done, grossly wrest the subject, and betray their own ignorance. See 2 Samuel 6. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-43
1 Chronicles 16:7. David delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph. The sublime and well chosen pieces sung before the ark, will be found and illustrated in Psalms 105.

1 Chronicles 16:22. Touch not mine anointed. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were in the divine esteem kings, prophets, and priests. God reproved Abimelech and Pharaoh on Abraham’s account: yet all men are amenable for conduct and character.

1 Chronicles 16:42. Musical instruments. They were uniformly sanctioned by the prophets. See on Psalms 150. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27
REFLECTIONS.—In a temporal view the promise made to David, that his house should for ever fill the throne of Israel, must be regarded as a branch of the great national covenant, and consequently subject to the same conditions. How else shall we harmonize it with the chasms which frequently happened in the government under the Asmonæn family after the captivity. But in a spiritual view, if we refer it to Christ, as we are taught to do in the new testament, Luke 1:33, we see its full accomplishment: and to David as a type of the Messiah, the promise was made. Surely all the considerations which result from this subject, should be weighty arguments for the conversion of the Jews. Where is the Jew now living, who can trace his descent to the house of David, or bring forward satisfactory claims to his throne?

The piety of David is more largely expressed here than in the 7th of the first book of Samuel. Though he was descended from Nahshon prince of Judah, yet he chooses rather to mention the “sheep-cotes;” for pure religion is ever distinguished by humility. He attributes the gift of the throne wholly to grace. Dwelling now in a Tyrian palace whose beams were cedar, he retraced the vast line of divine mercies to him as a man and a prince, and blushed with the weight of favours, when he considered that the ark of God still dwelt in tents. How pure, how pious, how noble were the motives which animated his soul to build a temple to the Lord. May the same pure and noble motives ever actuate our hearts in all we may wish to do for God.

His piety was not confined to himself, it extended in a most grateful transition to all the mercies vouchsafed to Israel. What one nation of the earth, he asks, is like thy people? So when divine meditations inspire the heart, we see both heaven and earth full of the lovingkindness of the Lord, and are ready to ask what returns we can make for all his mercies.

David was content and happy when his purposes were not accepted. He discovered no chagrin, he took no offence, though heaven refused the warmest of all his wishes. He had shed much blood; so neither his reign nor his situation allowed him to be a figure of Christ’s peaceable kingdom. But he was thankful that the Lord gave him a hope in his son, and he proceeded in collecting materials and treasures for the work. Learn, oh my soul, never to be offended when thy God, or thy brethren do not accept the pious overtures of thy heart. Still do all the good thou canst, though denied of doing all the good thou wouldst. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-17
1 Chronicles 18:3. Zobah is placed a few leagues east of Palmyra in the old maps; and Hamath, as in 1 Chronicles 12:5. See the illustrations in 2 Samuel 8.

1 Chronicles 18:13. He put garrisons in Edom. Here was a fulfilment of the words of the Lord to Rachel, concerning the posterity of her twins, that the elder should serve the younger. The seed of Esau were now compelled to serve the seed of Jacob.

REFLECTIONS.
See the Reflections on 2 Samuel 8. Tou, king of Hamath, finding his rival vanquished, very prudently ventured to congratulate David by an embassy of his son, and to court his alliance by splendid gifts. So in prosperity a man has many friends, and his enemies are all at peace with him. But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother, an alsufficient friend that lives and reigns for ever. Let us pay him an early homage; for his lovingkindness is better than life; and they that trust in him shall never be confounded.

We must note the profound piety of David, in dedicating all his share of the spoils of gold and silver to the Lord, while preparing to build the temple. In all things we should aim at glorifying his holy name. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-19
1 Chronicles 19:7. Thirty and two thousand chariots. In 2 Samuel 10:6., it is said they brought into the field from Zobah twenty thousand infantry, and from Maachah twelve thousand hired for a thousand talents of silver. Hence the passage should read: “They hired thirty two thousand men who fought in chariots.”

1 Chronicles 19:18. David slew seven thousand—and forty thousand. Mercenary soldiers will never fight heartily for those that hire them. They get thrown into disorder, and their panic is such that they cannot be rallied. See on 2 Samuel 10.

REFLECTIONS.
The old proverb is here realized: He whom God destroys is first mad. The Ammonites received the reward of their wickedness, and at a time when they were full of self-confidence, and mocked at punishment.

We may here remark that an injudicious and brutal sovereign, surrounded with courtiers like himself, may easily involve his people in the greatest ruin. What prudence, what integrity, and what divine aids are requisite to sway the sceptre. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-8
1 Chronicles 20:1. Joab besieged Rabbah. This is related more at large in 2 Samuel 12. David humanely left Shobi on the throne, after putting the rebel chiefs to death.

1 Chronicles 20:7. When he defied Israel, as unable to find a man to fight him in single combat. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-30
1 Chronicles 21:1. Satan stood up against Israel; that is, the accuser, or calumniator.

1 Chronicles 21:3. Why will my lord the king—be a cause of trespass to Israel? Joab was struck with the sin, and in a way we can scarcely account for. Satan, who knew the elated state of Israel, and who knows how to catch men by their passions, availed himself of the popular humour of the king and the people, to draw them to a boasting and wanton pride.

1 Chronicles 21:5. Joab gave the—number, in a round sum. See 2 Samuel 24:9. Dr. Lightfoot accounts for the variation of the account, by the number of the allies being included in the one census, and not in the other.

1 Chronicles 21:11-12. Choose thee, either three years’ famine, &c. Here is a sad choice of three sore temporal punishments for a temporal sin. Famine would diminish their boasted numbers by death and by exile; the sword would do the same; the pestilence would also do it. David wisely chose the plague, which happily operated in bringing him and the people to sit in the dust, after their soaring pride in meditated grasps at empire and dominion. Joab did not count Levi, being poor; nor Benjamin, not yet recovered from their almost total excision by the civil war.

1 Chronicles 21:25. Six hundred shekels of gold. In 2 Samuel 24:24, it is “fifty shekels of silver.” As the shekels were of different weight and value, it is thought that David gave fifty shekels of gold for the threshingfloor, which would make about six hundred shekels of silver. Hence one word might easily be miswritten for another.—David’s fall and family calamities are here omitted.

1 Chronicles 21:26. The Lord answered—by fire upon the altar. This was the highest mark of divine approbation; it was also accompanied by a revelation that the Lord had chosen that hill for the scite of his throne and sanctuary; and by consequence, that all the high places where the patriarchs had offered burnt-offerings, should for ever cease. See on Genesis 15 :2 Kings 18. The Persians and the Hindoos err in worshipping fire as a god, for he has veiled his presence in clouds, and in angelic figures, as well as in flames of fire; and he still accepts the offering of the heart by the holy fire of love. Luke 24:32. Romans 5:5. 

REFLECTIONS.
But in addition to the former remarks on this important chapter, we may observe that Moses formed in the spirit a perfect idea of the character of his nation. “Jeshurun,” says he, “waxed fat and kicked.” The remark was highly predictive. This whole nation was intoxicated with the victories of their king, and with the vast accession of wealth, of territory, and of proselytes. Hence they boasted of their population, and gloried in their strength. Hence the anger of the Lord, it is said in Samuel, was kindled against Israel, and he permitted Satan to tempt them to sin, that their boasted numbers might be diminished by affliction. How mysterious is the hand of God, that he should often make those very accomplishments, in which the wicked peculiarly glory, the cause of their humiliation and shame.

To number the people for vain parade, that they might trust in the multitude rather than in the Lord, was revolting even to Joab. The task was insupportable; for he left Benjamin and Levi unpolled, and returned the gross number. And it is not improbable but Benjamin, who inhabited part of Jerusalem, was spared in the plague on that account. It is very mortifying when the leading persons in Christ’s church so act as to excite remonstrances from carnal and wicked men.

When a nation or a city weep and pray for the remission of sins, when they fast and humble their souls, they may expect the stern aspect of justice to soften into compassion. JEHOVAH, the angel, finding the city in sackcloth, dropped his avenging sword; but shunning the voluptuous houses of princes, he abode at the threshingfloor, and discovered himself to Araunah and his sons; for the well disposed heathen found more grace in the eyes of heaven than an Israelite elated with prosperity.

We have next, the deep humiliation and repentance of David, for his vain glory in numbering the people. He was not the only sinner; the nation at large were intoxicated with their conquests, and their wealth; yet he takes to himself the whole of the sin and of the punishment; and it was solely on account of his repentance that his life, and the lives of his people were saved from the plague. We here learn the character of true repentance. We must not justify ourselves, we must not diminish the atrocious circumstances of our sins, but lay down our neck to the stroke, and submit both body and soul to the gracious pleasure of Almighty God. He knows best how to act towards a guilty people. The placability, and compassion of God are very encouraging motives to repentance. He came to destroy Jerusalem; for that city was, no doubt, the foremost to glory and trust in an arm of flesh. But finding them in tears from the idea of the plague, and by the sermons of Gad, the Lord not only forbore the stroke, but chose his residence among them. He approached the industrious Jebusite and his four sons: for now, it would seem, they were proselytes to the Jewish religion, and required an atoning altar to be constructed there. Yea, he chose this most convenient spot for the scite of his temple, and honoured the sacrifice by accepting it with fire from heaven. Let no man therefore account his repentance complete, till God reveals a peace to his conscience which passeth all understanding, and a hallowing flame of love to his heart which passeth knowledge.

There is one circumstance more which seems to claim attention. Zion the fort, and Salem the city, were the metropolis of the Jebusites in the days of Abraham. Genesis 14. So it had continued till David took it by storm; but this humane conqueror had not dispossessed Araunah of his land, nor the poor of their dwellings; for true valour is characterized by humanity. This land David now purchased. Surely, if we may pay any regard to the many typical things not marked as such in the new testament, we have here a figure, that God would lay among the gentiles the great foundation of the christian church. Such was his wisdom, and such his sovereignty, to choose the place where the glories of his name should be recorded. May our souls, in like manner, so long the seat of vanity, become a habitation of God through the Spirit.

How happy were the Hebrews in having the oracle and holy prophets nigh at hand. The primitive christians long enjoyed this privilege. Why is it now almost lost. Oh, when will the Lord restore it to us again, as he has promised in the sacred scriptures. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-19
1 Chronicles 22:14. In my trouble, that is, in my state of weakness and wars, I have prepared a hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver. David having been victorious over eight nations, must have collected an immense booty, and made his armies rich. We read of no princes, except Cræsus and Sardanapalus, who had any treasure like this. A talent of gold was three thousand shekels. But admitting that the shekel of the sanctuary was twice as heavy as the common shekel, the half of the above sum is very great. Josephus takes off nine tenths of this sum: he makes the gold ten thousand talents, and the silver one hundred thousand, which the critics estimate at sixty eight millions of our money! Josephus seems to be the true reading; the former sum almost exceeds credibility.

REFLECTIONS.
In addition to the former remarks on this subject, it should be noticed here, that David hung upon the promise made by Nathan, and held it fast, as christians should always do. His soul embraced the recent indications of the Lord’s temple being highly typical of the christian church. David, having convoked the elders of Israel, on the spot where the Lord had required the sacrifice to stay the plague by atonement, expresses the great desire he had to build a house to the name of the Lord, and how he was disallowed, because of his wars; and he seems to add of his own accord, because he had shed much blood. He apprized them that Solomon his son was designated for that honour. Hence this young prince was in his name, which signifies peace, and in his kingdom and work, a striking figure of the kingdom of Christ; for the Son of man came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them; and he will make wars to cease to the ends of the earth.

Hence likewise we see that God, in the economy of providence, delighteth not in war, and the effusion of blood. Judgment is his strange work. And though he had given David many extraordinary marks of approbation in his wars; yet these were solely because milder means had failed in bringing the heathen back by repentance to morality, and by reformation to the simplicity of their covenant of Noah.

We have next the very great piety of David exhibited on a broad scale. He wasted not his treasures in vain parade; he laid them out for God the giver; and as he loved religion in his youth, so to the latest moment of his life he thought nothing too much to do, either for God or for his ministers. The vast preparation of materials is proof how much his heart was in this blessed work: and though the son was preferred to the sire, he took no offence, but proceeded with a grateful heart. What submission, what humility, what zeal, and what a reproach to those christians who, because they cannot be first in a popular work, refuse to act in a secondary way, and even withhold the aids so essential to the design. In many cases they do not even allow their minister food and raiment. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-32
1 Chronicles 23:3. Thirty years. So Moses had commanded. Numbers 4:3. But now it would seem from 1 Chronicles 23:24, that David numbered the levites from the age of twenty, the number at thirty not being sufficient.

1 Chronicles 23:4. Twenty and four thousand were to set forward the work of the house; not as officers, but domus ministerio, servants who performed the hard work for the priests. The splendour of David’s kingdom required establishments.

1 Chronicles 23:6. David divided them into courses. The levites served from week to week; the priests also, as in the next chapter, were divided into twenty four courses. The sanhedrim examined their persons to see that they were perfect, and their birth to see whether they were the sons of Aaron. If maimed, they were not allowed to approach the altar, but to perform inferior services, and so had meat; and in cases of need, as when unclean for the dead, a priest might officiate during such time of sickness, though unclean.

REFLECTIONS.
No tribe had God blessed more than the small tribe of Levi. The poll of the men able to do service, besides the priests, was thirty eight thousand. Consequently, the population of that tribe could not be less than two hundred thousand. Equally biassed by virtue and interest, they had been more faithful to the religion of their fathers than others; and God, through the long and severe times of Philistine oppression, had remarkably blessed and preserved them from evil. May we and our children learn from this, and a thousand other instances, to abide under the covenant protection of Israel’s God.

We learn farther, that not only Levi, but all the tribes prospered in proportion as they were faithful to the Lord. David was liberal to the priests and levites; and they in return were grateful and assiduous. They suppressed vice, they cherished virtue, and diffused knowledge through the land; and we never read, till after Solomon’s fall, that any man murmured to pay his tithes and taxes to God and his king; for the servants were worthy, and the oblations so paid, oblations on which the worshipper was partially allowed to feast, bore no proportion to the hundredfold prosperity which was heaped upon the land. Thus God, who was bounteous to his people, required the heart, and a grateful return of mercies.

The priests and the levites served the Lord by courses. This was in every view a happy arrangement. Every one had bread to eat, and the people had a circulation of talents in the reading and expounding of the law, as we find examples in the book of Deuteronomy, in the psalms, and in the sermons of the prophets. The holy prophets also circulated their labours through the land; and the Lord Christ, and his apostles, proceeded on the same plan. Hence the mode of one settled minister to a congregation, is not sufficiently warranted by example in the holy scriptures. And the early bishops, one of whom was in every town, which we should call a market- town, had deacons under them, which made a circulation of gifts, and a diversity of instruction. He who undertakes the sole instruction of a large congregation, should indeed be a man of singular talents.

Here we cannot but rejoice to find Moses, the man of God, still living in the numerous branches of his family. He had sought no princely preferments for his sons; but the laws of the father were still in the mouths of his children. Well, that was treasure, and that was the utmost of the father’s wishes. Truly we have an instance here, that God shows mercy unto thousands of generations in them that love him, and keep his commandments. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-31
1 Chronicles 24:5. They were divided by lot, into twenty four courses. David might perhaps have interfered, and promoted one of each course to be the overseer of the other priests; but he did more wisely in leaving it to the lot. So, according to Eusebius, all christian bishops in the early ages were chosen by the whole congregation, and by apostolical sanction. We find in Cicero, that the Athenians also divided their priests into courses.

1 Chronicles 24:10. Abijah, or Abia, of whose line John the Baptist descended.

REFLECTIONS.
The house of God is the throne of his glory. There he presides as Father and Lord. In his presence all things should be done decently and in order. The sons of Aaron might contend for precedency, and claims of birth. In God’s presence the princes of the earth, and of the church, are but as the small dust of the balance. The sons of Ithamar, and of Eleazar, inherited the altar by birth; for Nadab and Abihu had died before the Lord, for their presumption in burning incense with common fire. Of the former two there were now twenty four families; and the king following an ancient custom, caused them to ballot for their weekly course, during which space one of these venerable men burnt incense and presided at the altar, as a prince in the house of God. This wise regulation gave bread to all the families. So while their heart was in the work, and while righteousness and truth reigned among them, they worshipped the Lord in the beauty of holiness. But in the christian ministry we inherit by grace, and not by birth. The typical glory of the Jewish priesthood refers to Christ, and to him alone. He honours indeed his ministers with a glorious participation of his prophetic office; but the high atonement, and the cloud of incense, belong exclusively to the Lord of all, the angel of the covenant. May we then be thankful, that he has counted us faithful, and entrusted us with the ministry of his glorious gospel.

While the sons of Aaron officiated in course, as princes at the altar, the sons of Moses officiated as judges and levitical princes over the gates, the stores, and dwellings round the tabernacle. What a mercy that those two families had not by apostasy forfeited their high calling, but inherited the mercies promised to the fathers. May these considerations comfort and encourage christian parents to hope for their children. The Lord is able to keep them, and to make them heirs together with the Lord Christ of the grace of life. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-31
1 Chronicles 25:1. Prophesy with harps. They sung, as well as played, in the service of the Lord, the compositions or psalms of holy men. The harp is the lyre of the Latin versions. Music in religious worship has a divine sanction; and in the hands of these men it must have acquired perfection. Yet in the primitive church, partly through poverty, and partly through persecution and fear, it was not much used. We do not read of music in churches till after the time of Constantine. See Psalm cl.

1 Chronicles 25:5. All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer, viz. fourteen sons that blew the horn; his three daughters were equally trained to music. They were nobly born, and enjoyed religious dignity in the temple of the Lord. Asaph and his sons had the first rank.

REFLECTIONS.
Though no temple was now either built or begun; yet so great a number of priests, of levites, of singers, and of worshippers, could not attend the sanctuary without shelter from the rain and stormy weather. Hence we read of the workmen being considerable in number: the buildings round about Zion were of course many, and the whole of this little city was devoted to God, and the accommodation of his people. Hence also we read so often that the sacred pavilion or tabernacle is called the house and temple of the Lord.

We here find that the singers, like the priests and levites, were divided into courses, to prophesy or sing with the harp. The musical instruments were numerous, and the musicians four thousand. The perfection they acquired in music and in sacred song was enviable to the satraps, or lords of Babylon. Psalms 137. But all this grandeur and sublimity of Hebrew worship was pleasing to God no farther than it might aid the devotion of the heart, and the elevation of the national mind. With him the contrition of the heart is the most grateful sacrifice, and its melody the sweetest music. The great masters of music, whose devotion rests in sounds, are to be classed with those lukewarm prophets to whom the Lord will say at last, Depart hence, I know you not. Let us learn so to worship God on earth, that we may be counted worthy of a name and a place in his house for ever, and to sing around his throne above. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-32
1 Chronicles 26:28. Joab had dedicated the spoils of war. Cyrus set apart the tenth of all his spoils for the gods. It was much the same among the Jews: in a line from Abraham, who gave the tenths to Melchizedek, to Samuel, Saul, Abner, David, and his captains, we find a part of their wealth dedicated to the Lord. It was also our Saxon fathers who built the churches; yet we grumble and murmur at every penny we give to God’s cause, because we do not love him, nor his ministers as we ought. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-34
1 Chronicles 27:23. The Lord had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of heaven. Genesis 15:5. If all had been numbered, David would have had about a million and a half of men, from twenty to fifty years of age. Women the same number, children three millions and a half, and the people above fifty, one million; so that the population of David’s kingdom could not, at his death, be less than seven millions and a half.

1 Chronicles 27:32. Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a prince, a statesman, and a divine. He expounded the law, for it becomes the highest dignitaries to do this, the best and highest work of God. Eusebius gives us Constantine’s oration in the church, and it is probable he delivered more than one. Julian also in the days of his youth, read in the churches.

REFLECTIONS.
David, now at the head of a great kingdom, and surrounded by tributary nations, required order, arrangements, and regulations. The priests and levites claimed his first attention. The Lord had raised him to the throne, and he gratefully began his regulations in the Lord’s house. Next follow in this chapter, the arrangements of the monthly militia, the royal household, and the counsellors of state. And on a review of the whole, we must say, that the art of government under so great a king, soon arrived at perfection. What nation, or court of Europe has wiser arrangements, or maxims more successful in political society? So it shall be in the heavenly kingdom of David’s Son. Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, are established in the heavenly as well as in the earthly courts. Order, peace, glory, happiness and joy will be there. No invidious courtier shall spoil the concord of the place; for every one shall be in his own order. Lord, count me worthy to have a dwelling there. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-21
1 Chronicles 28:12. The pattern of all that he had by the Spirit. Though the Septuagint read, “the pattern of all that he had in his mind;” yet from 1 Chronicles 28:19, and from Exodus 31:3, it is plain enough that the idea of the temple and its altar was made known to David by revelation, and by him committed to writing and delivered to Solomon. Hence we religiously contemplate the temple as a faint figure of the church of Christ, and of the state of the heavenly kingdom; and we find this idea constantly followed in the book of Revelation. The ritual law is expressly said to have been a shadow of good things to come.

REFLECTIONS.
David, full of days and full of grace, animated with the spirit which inspired Moses, Joshua, and Samuel, convoked the people to receive his dying commands. Hereby he manifested his great piety, and unabating zeal for the glory of God. How lovely to see an old man elevated to God, and full of heaven in his last moments.

In delivering this solemn and religious charge, he for the moment lays aside the regal style, and calls the people his brethren. Yes, for we have all one Father, even God. Humility should therefore distinguish the piety of kings; how much more then the chief of sinners, and the abject worms of the earth?

To this assembly David nominates Solomon to the throne, which has already been considered in 1 Kings 2. But the sublime and solemn charge to this prince claims a more particular notice; and may our children read it with a feeling heart. It was a dying father speaking to a son, yet in his minority. It was an illustrious king raising his son by the hand to fill the throne, and with an equal lustre. It was a king who ascribes all his glory to the unmerited covenant mercies of the Lord, charging his son to keep that covenant. Turning from the elders to the prince, he said, “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind.” He wished the heart of Solomon to be right with God, and then his life would be right. He wished him to keep, not to alter, the religion of his father; then the Lord would be with the son, as he had been with the sire. David’s faith was now more than theory; he could say with St. Paul, I have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith. David now engages him to obedience, to an obedience the most unqualified, by all the weight of the endearing appellatives of father and of son. How happy are those children who have the like domestic motives to piety; who have a long line of ancestors, righteous on earth, and glorious in heaven. After hinting at the mercies conferred on Jesse’s house, mercies often recited at large, he charges him to retain the family favours, by the sanctifying thought, that this family covenant had its conditions. See 1 Samuel 2:30. ‘If thou seek him, he will be found of thee, and he will even do more for thee than for thy father. But if thou forsake him, become apostate and serve other gods, he will cast thee off for ever. Remember the house of Eli, and of Saul; and be assured that the ultimate object of the promise refers to the Messiah. In case therefore of thy fully turning away from the Lord, the names of Abraham and of David will no more be argument for thy pardon, but reproaches for thy condemnation.’ Oh Lord, keep me then from falling; for according to this covenant thou wilt judge the world. See an extract of Saurin’s sermon, on 2 Kings 3:4. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-30
1 Chronicles 29:2. Marble. The LXX read Parian marble; that is, marble from the isle of Paros, or white marble. They knew this by documents of authority.

1 Chronicles 29:29. The book of Samuel. See the arguments to the books of Samuel, and of Kings. Each prophet wrote a book; but it is very probable, as some affirm, that Nathan and Gad in succession completed the books of Samuel. The rabbins deeply lament the loss of their sacred book.

REFLECTIONS.
David having delivered to Solomon, in presence of the elders, the pattern of the temple, proceeds next to open his hand towards the glorious work, and with a munificence which showed that heaven had not heaped favours on a heart unworthy of its grace. David had not only conquered abroad, and regulated the empire at home, but he had traded on a small scale to Ophir. And now he gave, besides the sum mentioned in 1 Chronicles 22:14, about seventeen millions sterling! A good work mostly succeeds well when men set about it with good hearts.

The high and liberal example of the king had a fine effect on the princes. They saw the drawings of the temple, the glory it would be to their country; and suffering every private passion to yield to the public good, they gave in gold and silver about twenty seven millions of our money, besides iron and brass, and precious stones. And that is a most acceptable oblation when we give our gold to the Lord, and our heart at the same time.

We see farther, that all temporal aids extended to the cause of God should be done in the genuine spirit of faith and piety. David, seeing his people acquiesce in his wishes, broke forth in a most fervent doxology, which discovers every sentiment becoming a heart so highly favoured with the bounty of providence. That is the way, and the only way, for our work to succeed, and to be crowned with immortal lustre.

The king and the people in this convocation, having made religion their first concern, proceeded next to the second coronation of Solomon, for his consecration on Adonijah’s rivalship had been done in haste. David, worn out with age, and more so with the fatigues of war, had now a day of joy. He saw his wise and hopeful son wearing the crown, and seated on his right hand. He saw all the princes of the royal family salute him, and all the elders do the same. The cup of blessings overflowed, the whole nation rejoiced with exceeding joy, and hoped for greater prosperity under the son than under the illustrious sire. All Jerusalem, resounding with trumpets and shouts, hailed the ascension of their king. But how much more was the joy of heaven, when the true Son of David was seated at the right hand of the Father, and when, as Solomon now received his instructions, he took the book out of the Father’s hand, and began to unloose the seals. The ten thousand times ten thousand bowed the knee, and sung a new song to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb that was slain. Revelation 5:9. And shall we shortly be at his second and more glorious coronation, even at the marriage supper of the Lamb, where God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes? 

